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Introduction: The Ukrainian Sich Riflemen

The idea of providing military training of Western Ukrainian young men in the crownland of Galicia
began a few years before the First World War. At that time Galicia and the adjacent Ukrainian
regions of Bukovyna and Transcarpathia were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The main
goal of the military training was to prepare the Galician Ukrainians for participation in an
immanent war of Ukrainian independence from Russia.

A paramilitary association of Sich Riflemen (Ukrainian: Sichovi striltsi, from “Sich,” the
name of the sixteenth- to eighteenth-century Cossack stronghold on an island of Dnipro River)
was established on 18 March 1913 in the city of Lviv (German: Lemberg). Their first commander
was a well-known lawyer, Dr. Volodymyr Starosolsky.

Austria-Hungary went to war against Serbia on 28 July 1914, after Archduke Franz
Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist, Gavrilo Princip. When Imperial Russia
mobilized in support of Serbia, Austria-Hungary's ally Germany declared war on Russia and
France. On 2 August 1914 all Western Ukrainian political parties loyal to Austria-Hungary
voluntarily united in a Supreme Ukrainian Council (Ukrainian: Holovna Ukrainska Rada, or HUR),
which appointed a Ukrainian Combat Administration (Ukrainian: Ukrainska boiova uprava, or
UBU). On 6 August 1914 the HUR and UBU issued a proclamation to the Ukrainian population of
Austria-Hungary calling on them to join a newly created Legion of Ukrainian Sich Riflemen
(Ukrainian: Legion Ukrainskykh Sichovykh Striltsiv, or USS; German: die Ukrainische Legion, die
Ukrainischen Schiitzen) and to take advantage of the opportunity fo fight Russia. The UBU
appointed Teodor Rozhankovsky the legion’s first commander. Later he was replaced by
Mykhailo Halushchynsky. Some 10,000 volunteers from various districts of Galicia, eager to join
the USS, gathered in the village of Lany near the town of Stryi at the end of August 1914. At that
time the Russian offensive had reached the Zolota Lypa River and the Austrian forces were
retreating from Lviv. Because the Austro-Hungarian High Command did not fully trust all the
Ukrainian volunteers, most of whom were eager to fight for Ukraine’s independence but not
necessarily for the Austro-Hungarian Empire. the size of the USS Legion was limited to 2,500
soldiers. Thousands of disappointed volunteers returned home without enlisting. The men who
were allowed to join the USS (mostly young students) took the Austro-Hungarian soldier’s oath of
loyalty to the empire in the Galician town of Stryi on 3 September 1914.

The USS constituted one regiment. It had only two batizlions (Ukrainian: kureni), in
contrast to regular Austro-Hungarian regiments, which had four battalions. Each USS battalion
(kurin) consisted of four companies (sofni); each company (sofnia) had four platoons (choty); and
each platoon (chota) had four squads (roi, sing. ri). A third batialion was never formed because
the Austro-Hungarian military administration was openly opposed to the idea of enlarging the
uss.

Initially the USS batialions were not aliowed fo fight together on the Eastern Front. The
First Battalion was attached to the 128th Infaniry Bngade of the Austro-Hungarian Army, while the
Second Battalion was attached to the 130t Infantry Brigade. Both brigades were part of the 55th
Infantry Division. The senior USS commanders (on the corps/division level) were always Austro-
Hungarian or German officers. In September 1914 the 128th and 130th Infantry Brigades were
incorporated into the corps commanded by Generzl Peter von Hofmann (designated the 25th
Corps in 1916). In January 1915 Hofmann Corps was detached to three and a half German
infantry divisions and one German cavalry division o form the German South Army. Only in the
second part of 1915 were all USS units allowsd o operate fogether as one force.

At various imes during the years of 191418 2 USS company had between 150 and 220
men, a platoon had 40 to 60, and 2 squad had 10 o 15. Ther size changed depending on the
number of men killed, wounded. missing in action. or i=ken prisoner. Approximately 9,500
volunteers joined the USS during those years.

Initizlly the USS were very poorly eguipped Many of them had to wear civilian clothes
and boots; they were issued obsolete. one-shot Wemdl niies. Belis. rifie slings, bread bags, and
cartridge pouches were also in short supply. The siuston mproved when the German South
Army was formed. As part of this amy. the USS recewed siandard military equipment.
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To stand out and to underline their nationality. many Ukrainian Sich Rifleman wore
cockades made of ribbons or knotted threads in yellow and blus—he colors of the Ukrainian
national flag—on the left side of their caps. The Ukrainian Combat Adminisiration also issued
various unofficial badges, which were womn on the Ieft side of = fisld c2p or the right side of a
tunic. Hundreds of postcards, a few postal seals. and t=n I2bels in five difierent colors were
produced and sold to raise money for the USS.

A Brief Chronology of the USS

From 3 September1914: brief military fraining =t Horond= and Strabychiv in
Transcarpathia.

10 September 1914: sent to the front.

25 September 1914: first battle. Near the village of Siznky (Turka county). two platoons
from Semeniuk’s company defeated a Russian cavalny unit

September and October 1914: divided into 20-man units. whose mission was to
reconnoiter and harass the enemy in the Carpathizn Mounizins.

October 1914: saw combat on the Drohobych—Eolekhiv font ins.

November 1914: assigned to reconnoiter the line between Lavochne (Skole county) and
Svaliava (Transcarpathia) in the east and Viysotske (Brody county) 2nd Volosianka (Turka county)
in the west.

January and February 1915: fought at Yawimyk Velykyi hill 2nd the village of Lavochne.

From 3 March 1915: positioned near Mounts Kiywz and Makivka.

14 March 1915: commended for “successful combat 2nd reconnaissance service.”

28 April-1 May 1915: combat at Mount Makivk=. General Flsischmann. the commander
of the 55th Division, issued an official commendztion o the USS for thewr role in the fighting.

Early June 1914: combat near the town of Halych 2nd the nearby villages of Viktoriv and
Krylos.

28 June 1915: forced the Dnister River.

27 August 1915: combat at Zavaliv (Pidhzitsi county) by the Zoloi= Lypa River.

Late August—-mid-September 1915: combzt 2t the Siryp= River

21 September 1915: transferred 14 km behind the font Ine o Vivsia (Berezhany county)
for recuperation. There, based on an order issued on 22 August 1915, the USS became the First
USS Regiment of the German Southern Army.

Early October—-November 1915: combat at Semykivisi (Pidhaitsi county). The German
command commended the USS as the best froops in the Ausiro-—Hunganan Army.

Late November 1915—early August 1216: posiSion=d slong the Stiyps River, but saw no
combat.

2-3 September 1916: combat at Lysoniz Hill.

30 September 1916: combat at Potutory (Berszhzny county)

By early 1917, of the 7,000 soldiers in the USS. 350 had been killed. 1.200 had been
wounded, and 1,500 had been taken prisoner.

March 1917: stationed near Berezhany. Only onc b=t=lon ommed.

15 May 1917: stationed at Koniukhy (Berszhany county

30 May 1917: combat at Koniukhy during the Russian =rmy s Brusilov offensive. The
USS suffered many casualties; many others were i2ken prsoner Only S oficers and 444 riflemen
who did not take part in the battle (technical stz enginesrs. = Hutsul Company. machine-gun
and close-combat units) survived.

Late July 1917: armistice on the Eastern Front

Late August 1917: stationed near Zzlissiz (Chortay county )

Late December 1917: stationed at Skoviatyn and Shyshkas: (Borshchiv county).

27-28 February 1918: reached Kamianets-Podisky in one g2y =s pant of the Second
(Eastern) Austro-Hungarian Army (the XII, XVIl, and XXV Former Sofmann] Corps) that was sent
to help the recently declared independent Ukrainian People s Repubiic dnve out the Red Army
from central, southern, and eastern Ukraine.
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2 March 1918 marched to the town of Zhmerynka and then to the vicinity of Vapniarka
(now in Tomashpil raion, Vinnytsia oblast). There the USS were attached to an army group
commanded by Archduke Wilhelm Habsburg-Lothringen (also known as Vasyl Vyshyvany).

17 March 1918: transferred to Odesa.

Early April 1918: transferred to the Kherson region.

12 April 1918: stationed near the village of Bilenke, 25 km. south of the city of
Oleksandrivsk (now Zaporizhzhia).

June 1918: transferred to Yelysavethrad (now Kirovohrad).

Early October 1918: transferred to Chernivtsi in Bukovyna. The Training Command was
stationed in the town of Vyzhnytsia.

1 November 1918: the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR) declared in Lviv,
and the Ukrainian-Polish War began.

2 November 1918: 800 USS trc
November 1918: ing

»ops sent by train from Chernivtsi to Lviv.
ish troops in and around Lviv.
22 November 19°

January 1919-Fe y 1 najority of USS troops constitute the First Brigade of
the ZUNR'’s Galician Ar "

1964 fifty years afte rotherhood of USS veterans still had
237 registered memb

1974 only 86 USS ve | States, 31 in Canada, and 5 in
Argentina.

1980s: the Iz
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The USS Cockade
The first and most common distinction of the USS volunteer was the blue-and-yellow
cockade worn on the left side of his field cap. The cockade was sewn from yellow and

blue ribbons or knitted using yellow and blue yarn. Yellow (representing wheat fields)
and blue (the sky) are the colors of the Ukrainian flag.

USS officers wearing the blue-and-yellow cockades on their field caps




USS Celluloid Badges

1. Round celluloid badge with gilt copper frame. Cyrillic letters .Y.C.C. (the acronym of YkpaiHcbxki
Civosi Cpinsbui—Ukrainian Sich Riflemen) and year 1914 in yellow on a dark blue background.
Horizontal iron pin with a catch on the back. Diameter 32 mm.

1a. Like 1, but with a lighter blue background.

1b. Like 1, but with “Y.C.C.” and “1914” in blue on a yellow background. No photo is available.

2. Round celluloid badge with iron stickpin. “.Y.C.C.” and “1914” in yellow on a blue background.
Diameter 23 mm.

2a. Like 2, but “.Y.C.C.” and “1914” are in bolder letters.

3. Round celluloid badge with iron stickpin. Rampant lion shield in yellow on a blue background.
Above the shield is the date of departure fo the front, “10.IX.1914,” in yellow. At the bottom of the
shield are the Cyrillic letters 3.Y.P, the acronym of 3araneHa YkpaiHceka Paga (General
Ukrainian Council). Diameter 23 mm.

3a. Like 3, but without a date above the shield.

3b. Like 3a, but with a lighter blue background.

3c. Like 3a, but the background is light yellow with blue speckies.

4. Round celluloid badge with iron Stickpin. “ ¥ .C C~ and “1214" in red on a background with a left
half in blue and a right haif in yellow (the colors of the Ukrzinian flag). Diameter 23 mm.

4a. Like 4, but with a lighter biue half.
4b. Like 4, but with reversed colors. See photo on the cover page.

5. Round celluloid badge with iron
right hand and a shield depicting a ye
the top is the inscription “1914 = and
the circular inscription “3A BOJTO VKP2
23 mm.

~re=dom). also in gold. Diameter

hout 2 digeresis and “1914” in
ihe fiags of the Central Powers:
white. and red (Germany); red

6. Round celluloid badge with iron pé

yellow on a blue circle surrounded
black and yellow (Austria); red. wh
and white (Turkey): and white. g

6a Like 6, but the letters and numb

Bb. Similar to 6, but only with “1914 =rs with bic gers on yellow-and-blue half-
circles in the center. This badges hz s badges 2 to 6a (which have
the same reverse and 35 mm iron oa Ze pin.

7. Round celluloid badge. The inscs )= biue circle with a yellow border
surrounded by concentric circles in =niral Powers. Diameter 23
mm. This badge has 2 back liks &t

is yellow. Diameter 8 mm.



Badges types 6 to 8 were rather patriotic. but they were widely used by the USS.

USS Metal Badges

9. Round, convex bronze badge. Raised gt letiers * ¥ C C and y=ar 1214" on a light blue
enamel background with a gilt border. On the reverse ar= the =mbossed inscriptions
“YKPATHCBKI CIHOBI CTPIfIbLI” (Ukrzinian Sich Rifiemen) 2nd ¥ 5.Y " (the acronym of
YkpaiHcbka 6oesa ynpasa [Ukrainian Combat Admenisir=tion]). = werical iron pin with a catch.
USS officers wore this badge on their breast Diameter 22 m

9a. Like 9, but with a double border, like Sc. No photo &= avaizbie.
9b. Like 9, but with darker blue enamel and dark blus speckies
9c. Like 9, but without enamel and in silver finish. USS enlisi=d wore this badge on their breast.

10 Round, convex, gilt bronze badge.* Raised rampant lion on = round, blue enamel background
surrounded by a wide, wavy, scored yellow-orange borger. Under the lion is the inscription .
“Y.C.C. 1914” in blue enamel. On the reverse. in rais=d letiers. are the engravers’ name and city,
REINEMER & SPIEGEL, WIEN VI, and a horizontzl bronze pin with 2 catch. Officers wore this
badge on their breast or cap cap. Diameter 27 mm.

10a. Like?® 10, but with a reverse as in 11b.

11. Like 10,in gilt bronze, but without blue enamel. On the reverse. in raised letters, are first the
city and than the engravers’ name, WIEN Vil . REINEMER & SPIEGEL USS legionnaires often
wore this badge on the fronts of their caps.

11a. Like 11, but in a silver finish.

11b. Like 11, but the reverse has the raised inscriptions YXPAISCHKI CIHOBI CTPIIbLI above
the horizontal pin and clasp, and 1914-1217 and REINEMER & SPIEGEL WIEN VII below the

pin.
11c. Like 11b, but in a silver finish.

11d. Like 11c, but the reverse is embossed REINEMER & SPIEGEL WIEN VII/2 and has an iron
prongs (broken in the photo) instead of 2 pin.

11e. Like 11d, but in gilt bronze. No photo is availzble.

11f. Stepan Pakholko has reported a badge like 11 but in zinc, approximately 0.5 mm thick_(all
the rest type 11 badges are 1.8 mm thick), and without markings on the reverse. No photo is
available.

12. Round, convex, zinc badge’ with a raised rampant lion facing in the opposite direction than on
badges 9-11f and with “Y.C.C. 1914” in raised letiers in the center. On the reverse is the mark
REINEMER & SPIEGEL WIEN VII.” in raised letters and 2 honizonizl iron spring pin. Diameter 27
mm.

12a. Like 12, but with an iron prongs instead of 2 pin.




13. Similar to 12, but in white metal (German silver?) and with a diameter of 29 mm. Horizontal
pin with a catch on the reverse. No markings.

14. Small badge in white metal with a stickpin on the reverse. Diameter 16 mm. No markings.

14a. Stepan Pakholko has reported the existence of a small gilt badge similar to 14, but with a
blue enamel background. No photo available.

15. Gilt bronze, shield-shaped, flat badge on a chain, depicting St. Michael the Archangel holding
a raised sword in his right hand and a shield with a rampant lion in his left. Hallmarked
“YKPAIHA” (Ukraine) at the top and “1917” at the bottom. On the back is the inscription
“YKPAIHLII MYCSHTb NIYYMUTHM CS 5K YKPATHLL N1si OBOPOHM MPAB YKPAIHCBKOMO
HAPOLY MUXAWIIO rPYIUEBCLKMM B POLI CBOBOAM YKPAIHM 1917.” (“Ukrainians must
unite as Ukrainians to defend the rights of the Ukrainian people.” Mykhaylo Hrushevsky [first
president of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR)] in the year of Ukraine’s freedom,] 191 7).
Dimensions 39 by 26 mm. This badge was primarily designed as a pocket watch fob or a
pendant.

15a. Like 15, but in solid silver.

15b. Like 152, but without a chain, and a reverse with two illegible hallmarks and a vertical pin
with a catch.

15¢. Like 15b, but in copper and without the year at the bottom or an inscription on the reverse.
Vertical pin with a catch on the reverse.

15d, 15e. Like type 15, but the word “YKPAIHA" comectly has a diaeresis. See the images on the
price list, page 74.

Type 15 badges are approximately 1.5 mm thick

16. Like 15b, but made of zinc and with “1917 20. X1"—she date when the UNR’s soveyeign_ty
was proclaimed in the Central Rada’s Third Universal— zt the bottom. Vertical iron spring pin on
the reverse. Dimensions 37 by 26 mm.

16a. Like 16, but with a silver finish. On the badge in the photo the finish has been worn off but is
still partly visible.

16b. Like 16, but "YKPAIHA™ has a disesesis and there is only “1917" at the bottom.

16c. Like 16, but in gilt bronze and without 2 dizeress in “VKPAIHA ~

16d. Like 16b, but in bronze with a Siver finish.

16e. Like 16b, but in gilt bronze.

16f. Like 16d, but the “7” in “1817" has 2 cossiier B = undiear whether the single-letter
embossed mark on the reverse is the Ule=inicn === "3 or the number “3°. Most likely it is the
number and refers fo the Third Universal (s== 15 =Bow=) or 1 the Third Pan-Ukrainian Military
Conference™ held in 1817

16g. Like 16f, but in gil bronze.

16h, 16i. Like 16f and 16g. but without fhe cmibossed mesk. No phoio available.

16j. Like 16h, but in zinc.




17. Like 16j, but with “1918” at the bottom. Horizont=l iron pin with 2 catch on the back.
Dimensions 37 by 26 mm.

17a. Like 17, but with blue and yellow paint in the center.

17b. Zenon Yavorsky® has reported having 2 badge in his collection ~ like 17, but made of
bronze.” No photo is available.

18. Like 16, but with “1918” in raised letters, 2 five-pointed star 2t the bottom, and the embossed
inscription “BOI" BITATOCITIOBU” (God bless) on the right side of the pin and “FOHYIO CTPAHY”
(the nascent country) on the left side. The badge was painted blue on the right side (the color is
worn off) and yellow on the left side. Horizontal iron pin with 2 caich on the reverse. Dimensions
35 by 29 mm.

18a. Like 18, but without paint on the sides.
18b. Like 18a, but blue and yellow paint (wom off the badge in the photo) in the center.
Badges 15 to 18b were rather patriotic, but they were widely used by the USS.

19. Iron, shield-shaped, flat badge with a2 painted yelou rampant lion facing to the right on a
painted light blue background. Honzontal iron spring pin on the back. USS volunteers from the
Ternopil area wore this badge.*® Dimensions 40 by 31 mm.

19a. Like 19, but in unpainted bronze.

20. Flat, shield-shaped badge in zinc depicting St. Michael the Archangel holding a sword in his
right hand and a shield with a rampant lion in his left. Across the top is 1914 . ¥ . 1916” in raised
letters. On the right side of the pin is the abbreviation “¥KP. CI4. CTP." (Ukrainian Sich Rifleman)
in raised letters. On the left side is the raised inscription “UKR. LEGlON' (in German). DeS|gned
by Yuliian Butsmaniuk, a USS officer, artist. and field photographer. - Horizontal iron spring pin
on the reverse. Dmensuons 44 by 41 mm.

20a. Like 20, but with a vertical brass spring pin on the reverss.

21. Round, convex, silver metal badge with 2 raised rampant lion in the center facing to the left
and with “1914” at the top left and “Y.C.C" at the boftom left in raised letters. Diameter 28 mm.
Horizontal pin with a catch on the reverse. This badge was oﬁmwn on the front of a field cap
as an insignia. Reportedly it was issued before the First World War =

21a. Like 21, but in gilt metal.

21b, 21c. Like 21 and 21a, but with four metal prongs on the back (on the photo one prong is
missing).

22. Round, convex, silver metal badge on a 37-mm stickpin. A raised rampant lion facing left is in
the center, and embossed “.Y.C.C.” and *1914" are at the botiom left. The reverse marked
‘REINEMER & SPIEGEL WIEN VII” in raised letters. Diameter 16 mm. This badge was often
worn on the front of a field cap in place of the usuzal bution.

22a. Like 22, but in gilt metal. Gymnasium (high-school) graduztes wore this badge. >
23. Round, flat, gilt bronze badge. The round center has two shiclds on 2 white enamel
background. The right shield has a gilt rampant lion on 2 light blus enamel background. The left

shield depicts a gilt St. Michael the Archangel on z red ename! background. A black enamel
border around the center bears the gilt inscription “HE PHMOATE A DOSYBATL" (Not to lament,
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but to attain), with “1914 1915” at the bottom. Designed by Ivan Bobersky, treasurer of the
Ukrainian Combat Administration.*® Horizontal bronze pin with a catch on the back. Diameter 26
mm.

23a. Like 23, but with darker blue enamel background on the right shield.
23b. Like 23, but with dots in “9.”

23c. Like 23, but the blue and red enamel backgrounds on the shields are reversed
(manufacturing error).

23d. Like 23, but with the inscription “HE PUAAN A JOBYBAI" (Do not lament, but attain), “1914
1918 at the bottom, and, on the reverse, the embossed mark “L.Y.Y.C.C."—the acronym of
LeHTpansHa ynpasa YkpaiHcekux Cisosux CTpinbuis (Central Administration of the Ukrainian
Sich Riflemen).

23e. Like 23d, but on the reverse the embossed mark “Y. b. ¥."—the acronym of YkpaiHcbka
Boeea Ynpaea (the Ukrainian Combat Administration).

23f. Like 23d, but with a light-blue instead of white enamel background.

23g. Like 23f, but the reverse resembles 23¢.

23h. Like 23d, but without color enameling.

23i. Like 23h, but the reverse resembles 23e.

24. Sterling-silver flat badge with St. Michael the Archangel holding a raised sword in his right
hand and a shield in his left. A raised rampant lion fzcing right is on the shield. The reverse has a
vertical silver pin with a catch and two Austro-Hungarian halimarks of the 1900s: the letters 'F &
S” and what seems to be a lion’s head. Dimensions 32 by 22 mm.

25. Similar to 24, but convex, half the size. and in gilt bronze with blue enamel on the shield.
Dimensions 15 by 10 mm. A 60-mm square-shaped. bronze siickpin is on the reverse.

25a. Like 25, but with red enamel instead of blus.

25b. Like 25, but with 2 42-mm round-shaped. bronze siickpin
25c. Like 25b, but the rampant lion faces the opposi= side.

26. Convex, shield-shaped badge in gilt bronzs with the fndent (national emblem of Ukraine) at
the top and with a dark-red enamel background i depicss St Miichael the Archangel holding a
raised sword in his right hand 2nd 2 shisld wih = /=p= hion on 2 blue enamel background in
his left. The badge was wom on the Ief side of the Bre=st. Twio-piece construction. Vertical iron
pin with a catch on the reverse. Dlmﬂwal_.

26a. A 21-by-15-mm miniaturs version of 25 i 2 biue pant insisad of enamel. Vertical bronze
panImamtchonmerevetse. RSt

26b. Like 26, but with a mm&%h reverse.

26c¢. In our collection we have miniahwres ks 2 == =2nc lighter red enamel and

differently shaped tridents.
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26d. Like 25a, but with blue enamel instead of blue paint. and St Michzel the Archangel with
legs.

26e, 26f. The Ukrainian collector Oleksander Melnyk has reporied badges like 26 and 26a, but
without tridents. The larger badge has the raised mark °S. Schafier, Wien VI, Nowograd 60" on
the reverse. No photo available.

26g. Like 26, but with the inscription “CIY (Sich) 1917 2t the top instead of the frident. The
inscription is embossed and filled in with blue enamel

26h. Like 26h, but the embossed inscription is filled with red enamel.

In our opinion, the USS wore badges 26 and 26z (with the Ukrainian frident) after the dissolution
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and badges 26e. 26f 26g. and 26h before that.
All of the badges described above were issued in Viennza duning the years 1914-18.

Prices for USS Badges and Other ltems in 1917

From the price list on page 73:
Cockade-rosette: 50 Heller

Badge 1: 50 Heller

Badge 3: 20 Heller

Badge 4: 50 Heller

Badges 9,10, and 23: 2 Kronen and 50 Heller
Badge 9b: 2 Kronen and 50 Heller

Badge 11, 11a: 1 Krone and 50 Heller

Badge 21: 60 Heller

Badge 21b: 80 Heller

Badge 22, 22a: 80 Heller

Silver ring inscribed with “War 1914—1916": 4 Kronen
Officer’'s bayonet knot: 18 Kronen

From the price list on page 74:
Badge 15: 2 Kronen

Badge 15a: 10 Kronen

Badge 16d, 16e: 1 Krone and 20 Heller

Kyiv Sich Riflemen Badges

The Kyiv Sich Riflemen, also known as the Sich Riflemen. were 2 leading formation in the Army
of the UNR (1917-19). They originated as the Gzlician-Bukowynian Batialion formed in November
1917 in Kyiv and later grew to the size of a2 corps and even 2 division. The original volunteers
were Ukrainians in the Austro-Hungarian Army who had been held in Russian POW camps and
were eager to build a free Ukrainian state. Some of them wers former USS legionnaires.

27. Solid-silver badge of the Sich Riflemen’s Council. with the Cynllic letiers “CC"—the acronym
of Civosi Ctpinbui (Sich Riflemen)—and guelder—rose ( Vibumum opulus) berries and leaves in
relief. Designed by the sculptor Mykhailo Brynsky® and made in Viennz in 1919. The reverse has
the embossed mark (in Ukrainian) “To Lieutenant Colonel of the Sjich] Rlifiemen] lvan Dankiv in

18




memory of [our] work together [in] 1918—1919, [from the] Sich Riflemen’s Council.” No pin;
dimensions 44 by 40 mm.

27a. Like 27, but with a solid-silver pin and catch and embossed mark on the back that reads (in
Ukrainian): “Sich Riflemen’s Council [of] 1918—1919. lvan Chmola.”

27b. White-metal copy of 27. Made in the United States in 1988.%*** Dimensions 42 x 38 mm.

28. Gilt “CC” badge of the Sich Riflemen’s officer school. Photo of a museum quality copy,
courtesy of Stepan Pakholko. Dimensions 34 by 27 mm.

29. Another example of an unknown metal “CC” monogram designed by Mykhailo Brynsky as a
collar insignia®’ is located in the National Museum of Ukrainian History in Kyiv. Dimensions 30 by
24 mm. The museum did not respond to the authors’ request for a photo.

There was another design®’ for a Sich Riflemen’s Council badge in the shape of a cross with four
inscriptions of the word “Lex” (law in Latin) and a round, blue-enamel center containing the gilt
letters “CC". Dimensions 40 by 40 mm. This design was not manufactured.

30 Fiftieth-anniversary medal of the Sich Riflemen Corps in gilt bronze with blue enamel. At the
top is a trident; in the middle, the inscriptions “1917—1967” and “CC”; and at the bottom, an image
of the Golden Gate of Kyiv and two crossed swords. Designed by Leonid Perfetsky.® One
hundred 40-by-28- mm medals with a 33-mm-wide ribbon were produced in the United States in
1967 (83 were numbered). ® One hundred smaller (22 by 15 mm) versions without ribbons and
one hundred with 13-mm-wide ribbons (as in the photo) were also made.

USS Medals

31. Gilt bronze and blue-enamel large Hutsul Cross of the USS, to be worn with formal attire. The
designer of this medal has not been conclusively determined. One source® indicates it was Lev
Gets. Another®' credits the engineer and architect Oleksander Lushpynsky* and states that the
USS officer and artist Osyp Kurylas designed the cerfificate that accompanied the cross. The
medals were made in Vienna in 1818, before the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Very few were issued, and even fewer were sent 1o the recipients. Dimensions 47 by 44 mm,
including the loop. Plain reverse.

31a. Smaller (40 by 37 mm) version of 31, for ewenyday wear. A recent publication erroneously
referred to this medal as the “Liberly Cross. s=cond ciass ™~ There was a plan to issue a
‘liberation order” in the shape of 2 cross in 1820, but owing o the turmoil in Ukraine the plan was
not implemented. *

31b. A variation of 31, with a rampant lion in the center

31c. The proper, threefold, 40-mm-wide nibbon &S similar 1o the Austro-Hungarian war ribbon, but
the colors are blue and yellow instead of red and whi= —

31d. Alternate, 40-mm-wide ribbon for 31 a2nd 13- —wao= nbbon for 313; both were made after
the Second World War.

32. The Mazepa Cross, awarded o USS yeisr=n= who hiad s=rwed in the Ukrainian Galician Army
and named in honor of the famous Uls=ini=n Coss=ck si=i=sman Ivan Mazepa. Designed by the
former USS officer and writer Lev Lepky 2nd mage in 1940 in Krzkow, Poland. * ** Two-piece
construction: a light-blue enamel slieﬂwinaﬁ'sile center 2iop crossed swords on
a solid-silver cross manufactured from meli=d P%_Th reverse has a screwback.
Dimensions 38 by 28 mm. n




32a. Like 32, but with a ribbon

32b. Like 32a but a single-piece

in silver metal and with a 37-mi y 29 mm
32¢. Miniature (20 by 15 mm) v n loop at the
top but no ribbon. The reverse ha ALENTA,

KRAKOW. 4

32d. Like 32¢, but with a ribbon.”®

32e. Like 32c, but a loop is not ences™*
state it was made in 1940 in Ki

33. USS fiftieth-anniversary cross, iece
construction. Round center in blu nze border atop
a chromed metal cross with the bronze wreath.
Embossed number on the reverse Dimensions 35

by 35 mm.




USS Celluloid Badges
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Commemorative USS celluloid badges issued in 1964
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26h

Metal letters “YCC~ (USS) attached io the ficld caps. Probable 1918. Reference'®, pages
99, 101 and 173.




The USS Veteran badge'®. Made in Canada in 1257 tlassand bius enamel. Screw back
and hallmarked number on the reverse. Diamsi=r
17 mm.

\//

Badges 9 and 13 were re-issued in the USA i 1852 (50m USS Anniversary).

Commemorative gIt—brass and blue enamel “YCC 1814-1S7£" badge. made in the United States
and commemorative painted aluminum “YCC 1214-1254" o=adoe macs » Usiaine.

_41 -




Kyiv Sich Riflemen Badges

Photo of Sich Rifleman lieutenant L. Savoyka. © Watercolor portrait of a Sich Rifleman by Mykola
Bytynsky. Note “CC” insignia on the collar tabs.
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USS Badges of Unknown Issue

The American collector George L. Podlusky courteously provided photocopies of these
badges, which were purchased in Poland after the WWII as a group of some 30 badges.
Made of white metal (German silver?) and with different screw-backs. One screw-back disk
is marked “Majdanski Kijow” (Kyiv). In our opinion, these are fantasy badges and all were
made in 1940s. Such conclusion was made because one badge in this collection, which
refers to Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), has already 1943-1945 dates on the obverse.

(I-r): USS, or pile Gzlician Army ariillery unit badge; USS communication unit badge;
USS, or possible Galician Army transport unit badge.

-350-



The Ukrainian Combat Administration (UCA) :
Initially the UCA was the recruitment and organizational center of the USS. After 1915 it
was responsible for USS propaganda, charity work, and publishing.

Standing (I-r): Ivan Bobersky (treasurer), Volodymyr Temnytsky, Dr. Lonhyn Tsehelsky.
Sitting (I-r): Dr. Volodymyr Starosolsky, Dr. Teofil Kormosh._ Dr. Kyrylo Trylovsky (chair), Dr.

Stepan Tomashivsky, Dmytro Katamai (secretary). Reproduciion of a vintage postcard.




.\. E z
Genuine vintage photograph of 2 USS unit. Not=s the cockades on the
seal of the UCA is on the back of this photo.

‘soldiers’ field caps. The

UCA seal in red color, diameter 30 = === in black color, diameter
40 mm.




Austro-Hungarian Army badges worn by USS legionnaires
during the First World War



L

55th Infantry Division badge.  129th Infantry Brigade badge.  131st Infantry Brigade badge.

—54_







Kirlibaba bédge. } ' ' Dorna Watra badge.

Grenade-thrower badge. Machine-gunner badge. ~ Medical-service badge.










Brest-Litovsk Peace badges, 1918

Top': Easfer 1915 badge. Bottom, |-r: hn‘stmas in the field badge, 1915; three Chrisaes in
the field badge, 1916; four Christmases in the ficld badgs. 1817




L—r: FJI (Franz Josef |) gold bullion cockade wom Dy officers and K (Karl) zinc cockade worn by
enlisted men.

1 USS non-commissioned officer (NCO) coliar—i=b rank msignia” white stars made of animal horn
l (by the end of war these sizrs were made of celluloid)




i

USS Postcards

More than 200 USS postcards were issued during the years 191518 The size of postcards
approximately 9 by 14 cm.

-

M Laguguanncofonast,

USS senior |cers. p, —r: Commander Mykhailo Halushchynsky. Comemander Antin Varyvoda.
Bottom, I-r: Otaman Myron Tarnavsky, Otaman Semen Gorue

= Gl=




USS officers (top, I-r) Dmytro Vitovsky, Zenon Neskovsky. (bottom, ) Hryhorii Kossak, and
Osyp Yarymovych.




Ukraipischo Legion. in dew Karpithon.
Sehwarmlinle am Wege zwiichen Slawske und Rofanka 18, IIL 915

Mounizains; "- - Ra:ma'l : Dl_.idynsky and

Clockwise from top left: action in the Carpathian
Sotnyk Andrii Melnyk with his staff.




Acht Schitzen vollenden das Denkmal i den Karpaten
Bicix y c. erpianis xorpi mepmii Gyxysasm mEMaTEEK Ha ropi ,,Kzowr“

S

USS legionnaires at the USS monumant in

e B

the Carpathian Mountains.

Six USS officers: () Ivan Kossak. Andrii Pshepiursky. Yuliizan Butsmaniuk, Hryhorii Kossak
Volodymyr Svydersky. and Vasyl Kossak.




T SOCATHELR

Lady-Legionnaires, Olena Stepaniv (fop) 2na Sofiz Halechko




Fragment of the standard USS field postcard.

LRIV TS

: e s =
Series of ten USS stamps-iabels (wanous colors shown).




Other USS ltems

Sterlin silver USS ring. Shield with a rampant lion in blus 2nd yeliow enamel and inscription
‘BIMHA 1914-16" (WAR of 1214—15) in blus cnamel.

Sterling silver USS ring depicting a legionnaire holding 2 shicid wiith 2 rampant lion and the
inscription 1914 YCC ™

-




“-\_\‘ i.:' .
USS officer’s bayonet knot.™ Made of gold and blue bullion, with the blue letters “YCC" on one

side and the blue shield with a gold rampant lion on another side. Total length 39 cm. The NCO'’s
bayonet knot was made of yellow and blue wool. USS sword knots were also available.

Carved NCO’s bayonet handle with inlaid b be=ds 2nd atiached yellow celluloid letters

“YCC”. An example of trench art.




Extremely rare USS legionnaire’s steel belt buckle paint=s gray At $he base of therock bepeath
the rampant lion is the embossed mark “GES GESCH" (Gamman =bbreviztion fo_r “patented ’)s.
Dimensions 54 by 66 mm. Very few of these belt buckies wers made in Viennz in late 1918.



USS officer’s belt buckle with engraved rampant lion in the center, instead of standard two-
headed eagle. Dimensions 55 by 40 mm. :




USS field cap called “Mazepynka” in honor of Hetman Ivan Mzzepa. with badge 21 and faded
cockade-rosette on left side. One reference™ states that legionnaire Dmytro Katamai designed
this type of cap before WWI.

6. Az GFeldlappe wird einc Rappe nad) bejonderem Scmitt — fiche Abbildungen
1 bis 3 — geiragen. Dic Kappenrojette trdgt b2 matiomale Emblem (ben ufrainijdjen
Qwen) und alé Umidrift die Budfiaben ,¥. G € 1914* (Uirainijde Siitfjdomwer
ESdyiien, 1914). ;

3. Sappenroiche.

1. Ecitenaniidi.

Paragraph from the official Austro-Hungarian Army document that allowed USS legionnaires to
wear “Mazepynka” with the “Ukrainian Lion” badge (se= badass 12 2nd 122).

T



Brass Sich Rifleman belt buckle with the trident and letters “CC”. Trench art. Dimensions 63 by 49
mm.

Sterling silver and niello cigarette case. A gift made for the Sich Rifleman. Note letters “CC".
Dimensions 61 by 48 by 23 mm.

-
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Price Lists in 1917

L Bpomypm:

- yYupainessi Clvosi Crpiasni & Hapearaz®. a) Se-
9afHRd panip Gez copaes oo 120 K: &) spes-
zosaR nauip Ges ompasa oo 150 K: =) sped-
Zoswd nanip 8 oopam 2 K.

. pHaa 3010100 Jlanow®. 2) Jeawalead moio fex

= 12 Fo-
oopast w0 120 K; 6) spefzend rewp S »3cae, 3 Besae- crsie 2 rpeIca.,
onpasn 150 K; kpefizossd mamipmcopasi S —-;-ﬁ-_—l-“-'ﬁ"—-
3. ,Bo‘r:noao Motyrop®. 3engafinnd cazio fea copasx PR e B G ¥
0RO K. S—— E S o
1. «Crpisemniall Assvanaz 1917; s coposi 10 K 1. Fepa Badaez. 2. Gy 22 aip=i =z
),

. JCrpitcisunlt Conisanaz® 3 moTaws i ofpammems

260 K
et - = 3 B Taze Mzwm
6. Crpisensxan manzow®, crpisemad Gors snoml £ m-""‘
1914 —1916, pa 4 roseem 160 K B 5 Mo St maes ms 10 cor
T. wCrpisenski niewi* sz dopresss, L ssmyee 3 - =
aicens 280 K. € fosew sty oo T ==
8. ,Ukrainische Legion* 80 cor. [ Napsm crpiesssi, I mipeis mo 2 cor

1. dacrigxs:

.- CpiGuonpy i 1 Gep i oo 35 e

Brans nepwopazmol mxocm:

- Mloxia ¥.C.C. » zomm, 2. ¥.C.C. = =y
8 Bapouasuni, 3. llpecrozomacsizems apz.
Kapao y ¥.C.C, saz 3 6y, 4 Apz Hapoo
¥ CTpissilie, mEX 2 pejexy, 5. Mpam Hoccax
3 Gpateunt, o. [neaxpossny, Byowssmcsw i
Conzepessas, 6. Cor. B. Miaymow, 7. B Ce=-
“depeni:nd, 8. H.p Kocr. Jesamusxal i Mae
Bacraexo, 9. Vrpaiscika Boesa Yopass 313
1915, 10. Crexa I Beperyama, 11 Crexz
uonps sep6s, 12. Or. Cemn lopyx, 13. Cer.
lanu Tyreoschnd, 14. Opinapessa 3% =
Biscso 22./0. 1915, 15. Cor. Powas Jyzms-
cexadt, 16. M. Farvoiancexad, xowasgasr ¥.
C.C.n p. 1914, 17. Fpams

i

o I
= S5ic; I Sewes Spam JF.CC* m

Koccax,
Y.C.C. 5 p. 191516, 18 Awrin oo mmi sum 28 59 <
xosaugant ¥.C.C » 1916, 19 VEL Bizsmaxs 3F crsmsw: Camomcwsi »
Kikaas, xovauzanr ¥. EC. » p. 1916—173, mgms = o
20, Cor. 3enon Hocxoscrundl, 21. Or. :i'l'q- -H. = :
anceknfl, 22, Cor. Ocan By xwosansdl, 23 Cor. Deperen’ oube 3 cacioess Zacw | :35%en
Octn Pipieoau, B4 K W = Sl 159535 m 4 K
Tipuak, 25. Cor. Teisop - X Bezrpers:
26, Cor. Isan Hoccax, 27. Mnr: ocozar Escs. -
Ampia rp. [Mentamaaf, 23, T Marp = P . B

ILp Hocte Jeawnuknft 29. TMocos A-p Eeres
Oaecunnexnd, 30. [ucoz Xp Kapmso Tpm-
awosceinll, 31. Xopywsa Ouesa i

32 Xopynxa Codia Fazesx), 33. Kypumead
Bacmas Jiaywok ua konm, 34. B erpisemsie

oS oamiE

XL Ozmeczpik F.CC:
I Dz WE I Ofmspos spmscxs oree-
-‘--S'ﬂ_a. L mmew oo 1K,

3 - - & = ereepr om0 4K
oo Hag Crpaoow. 33. Mawmwosnd xpic maz 5 mwewen m § 5 S0c, & Dlxtal 3 macw oo
3uaorow Javow, 36. Mpasop ¥.C.C. 3 ofex ) T Ofimpor Gmeesz 3 Sues o
g e el e T W gt = >

3. A, Meawwrk 31 crapumson - i
4. Cor. 1-p Oweann Jlewnnnxad, 40 Or. Tpuss » & = .-"'

Koccax wa konm, 41. Opiumpeskall atip Koma mPENc

¥.C C, 42. Il. Karaval 3 crpil.ases,

43. A:p B. Crapocosscssall, 44 Tososa Den- I 3Sipea IS yxp sizawax 3 pewmex
Tpassnol Yopaew V. C.g._tpilc. Cxzz- X E

Crousknst, 45. Ilo oo 2 1916 =

Juconty 46. Ceao Homoxn nawnrre 6oex 1 VIL o+ -_.._- -

1017, 47. Crpisennkndl »nis w2 scemmid Bs-
cragl y Biana 1916 1917,

== Acxia wa crpizsemeni i ==

Price list printed on the fourth page of a folded letter-envelops™ mailed by ihe Central Office of the
USS in Vienna, dated and postmarked November 16, 1217 I sizies the prices of USS books,
brochures, postcards, photos, postage stamps and sezals badges cockades. rings, field caps,
bayonet and sword knots, and so on. The profits wers used for the benefit of the USS.
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7 Man nc‘ix.! .
- Bijsnaka
Codopuol Yrpaluh.

B poni 1917 sifinaa sopa
; cuoboan AanA Y Epaini, 3a1aJLN.
TROPUTIL ¢f j,'xp.ft‘iaé;l.[:i BaacTH, VhpalHCLEE upau.ll'n.s, YEpa-
inenke pificeko. Ha cnownn THX BeAHERX 1oAili, AR Nt 1e-.
PeHILIE, KYTIUTL 8 Mac ROAHIH, & Kpainein i ¥ rpaiiika, mH-
BibHITE YN BOAK, BijAHaKY. NojaHy TYT mipno ma olpasi,
HER AYMETE 06a YEpaTHesED vep6n: Cp. Muxaiito 3 meuem 1t
nUIToM, a Ra murl o aen. B rnpi HAUHC ,_.."npa't‘ua“. B A0.1HHI
pik 1917. ety : v
Yucruii goxiy 3 uposasi roi nperapuol pigaHakn fige Ha
sakynHo 3ensi mig , N kpaincpsuii Topoa® y Jbnosi, mon su-
Xomnaty B HiM MOJ00iG 1A XapakTepuux rpoMaiin 1 CHIDHIX
eTplaniie. 3z0posa, cuania i xapastepia M0.00 3% BitGope 144
yEpAINCLROrO HapoAy unonary B niaist ebritl :
Bigsuasy & wukonani Anoako: 1. Biisuara 3i aIiuHAbROIO
(Apy#igom) no Apyriii croponi mMaioth 1iHY 1 Rk 20 cor. —
2. Biggmans na AaHuymey, Akl ModiHa OpPHCHIATI A0 TOAUH-
#nka 260 3acHAMTH Mix Kopasi AR AFRatw, Ma0Th 3 ApIFOTO
Goky eaigyiony wafuics: ; :
HYRpainui MyeaTn ayantn ca ax Y spainui Aa8 oGoponu
apas yepaincukoro wapoav* Muxaiiao Fpymenchrmii. B poui
cnoborn 1967
‘Bigaimagu wa Jamnyisy, maors winy 2 K. 3 upasjusoroe
cpifaa 10 K, ma oci6uy samony. Y :
TpeGa wmagarin pupasuo: ,Bijsnaga 3 ApY#iKoI0“  4H
«Bigznasa Ha JaHIYmIKY ‘. Lo EEe S :
* Bijgnaru MOMHA KYOHTH TAM, AC c8 ouomicTEa npuGnrd’
X1o 3aMan.idae HokuToIo, AOQJIYUAE HA T0UTY 60 coT. XTo0
samap.aAe HajiMenmg 5 niz,s_man,'.,ﬂc?ae noq_l'xi OnaRoBals
Aapoy. XTo samabaaeé waliMenuic/D Bijanas,- AicTag _japoM
04Ty 1 ONARONANE & HAATO KyHelbRHi onycT. — Tosapucraa,
ROMITCTH MO®YThH HEPOHATH Bil3HARN B PO3NPOAAX i OTpPH-
Mauuii ONyCT YAHTH HA cBOI iAW s ;
3amanaaTu npocumo na agpecy: ,Bicrn s 3anopomas,
Angin, yr. Pycnra w. 20, (SaporoZer-Kachrichtea®, Lemberg. Ruskagasse 20.)
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Another list with descriptions and prices for badges 15d, 15, 16d and 16e. Photocopy is a
courtesy of Stepan Pakholko.
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